Catch the Excitement!

Witness the Joy!
-Shape the Vision!
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The Church Is On Fire!

Yesterday, Becky (our church secretary) and | were talking about Pentecost (May 11
and the fact that it is the Jewish holy day of Shavuot, or the Feast of Weeks (in the
Greek, Pentecost). You can read about it in LeviticuR2ZBdDeuteronomy 16:8

-10. Therefore, Pentecost had been around 1500 years before Jesus. But God took
and made it the birthday of the Church with the coming of the Holy Spirit.

We read in the book of Acts "When the day of Pentecost came, they were all togethe
in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them." Acts 2:4

| pointed to a picture on the wall near my desk and said, "That's my picture of Pente-
cost." It's a sketch | bought at the Gaspee Days Arts and Crafts Festival of a church
building on fire. I've seen pictures of Norwood Baptist on fire back in the 1920's.
And although that's tragic, the symbolism is hard to miss. A church on fire! Spiritu-
ally, that's what we're supposed to be.

The village atheist was not a bad man,
churchéand there was onl yfiasocial club,twhtheno a r
decisions being made.

One day the church building caught on fire, and the whole town ran toward it to help
extinguish the flameséincluding the vi

Someone hollered out: oOHey, this i s s
seen you running to church! éd He repli e
church on firel!o

My desire is that our neighborhood wil

church on fire. May Norwood Baptist be that church! A church filled with the power
of the Holy Spirit to demonstrate the love of God, to do the work of God and spread
the Good News of Jesus Christ everywhere we are.

Pastor George



May 2008

Sun \Y/ Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
83rd Annual
May Breakfast

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:15 Worship 6.30 Praise 6:00Choir Fishing Derby @
9:30 Discipleshi Team 700 S. Choir Canonicus
11:00 Worship 10anmd 12pm Wow
6.00 STORM
11 1z 13 14 15 16 17
8:15 Worshijp  7:00 pm 1:00 pm 6:30 Praise 6:00Choir 7:30 am
9:30 Discipleshiy Fajyy Fair Norbakirk Team 700 S. Choir All Church Cleanup
11:00 Worship Meeting 6.30 pm
6:00 STORM Board of Ministry
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:15 Worship 6.30 Praise 6:00Choir Evangelism
9:30 Discipleshi Team  7.00 s. Choir Workshop
11.00 Worship 7:00 Finance 8:30 and 12:30 pm
6.00 STORM Team
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
8:15 Worship 6.30 Praise 6:00Choir Beaver Day 9am
9.30 Discipleshi Team 7:00 S. Choir Clean up @
11:00 Worship Canonicus
6.00 STORM

Dear Church Family, Dear Frierhs/ at Norwood,

| just want to say thank you very much Just a note to thank you all for you
for your prayers, visits, beautiful cards cards, prayers, visits and meals whil
and your calls, it was very nice of you to was recovering from surgery.

think of me at my time of need Getting a card, or a visit, surel
God bless you. brightens up your day.

Love, Thank you all again,
Ana Romare Shirley

Happy Birthday!!!

Connie Myrick
Juanita Bedard




i pendence will be weighed against the pros-
Belnq a Mom pect that a child molester may be lurking in

that restroom. However decisive she may be

o Author Unknown &

at the office, she will second -guess herself
We are sitting at lunch one day when constantly as a mother.
my daughter casually mentions that she and Looking at my attractive daughter, |
her husband are thinking of "starting a family. want to assure her that eventually she will
AYou think | should have ane§@Adphudds of pregnancy, but she will
"It will change your life," | say, carefully never feel the same about herself. That her
keeping my tone neutral. life, now so important, will be of less value to
" knOW," She Says1 "no more Sleeping her once She haS a Ch||d Tha.t She W0u|d
in on weekends, no more spontaneous vaca- give it up in moment to save her offspring,
tions. ..o but will also begin to hope for more years -not
But that is not what | meant at all. | to accqmpllsh her_ own d_reams, but to watch
: : her child accomplish theirs. | want her to
look at my daughter, trying to decide what to :
: know that a cesarean scar or shiny stretch
tell her. | want her to know what she will .
) s marks will become badges of honor. My
never learn in childbirth classes. | want to tell , . 2 .
her that the physical wounds of child bearing daughter's relationship with her husband will
change, but not in the way she thinks. | wish

will heal, but becoming a mother will leave her
with an emotional wound so raw that she will
forever be vulnerable.

she could understand how much more you
can love a man who is careful to powder the
baby or who never hesitates to play with his

I consider warning her that she will child. 1 think she should know that she will
never again read a newspaper without asking, fall in love with him again for reasons she
"What if that had been MY child?" That every would now find very unromantic.

plane crash, every house fire will haunt her.
That when she sees pictures of starving chil-
dren, she will wonder if anything could be
worse than watching your child die.

| wish my daughter could sense the
bond she will feel with women throughout
history who have tried to stop war, prejudice

and drunk driving. | hope she will under-
I look at her carefully manicured nails stand why | can think rationally about most
and stylish suit and think that no matter how issues, but become temporarily insane when
sophisticated she is, becoming a mother will | discuss the threat of nuclear war to my chil-
reduce her to the primitive level of a bear pro- dren's future.

tecting her cub.  That an urgent call of "Mom!"
will cause her to drop a soufflé or her best

crystal without a moment's hesitation. | feel
that | should warn her that no matter how

many years she has invested in her career,

she will be professionally derailed by mother-
hood. She might arrange for childcare, but

one day she will be going into an important
business meeting and she will think of her

| want to describe to my daughter the
exhilaration of seeing your child learn to ride
a bike. | want to capture for her the belly
laugh of a baby who is touching the soft fur
of a dog or cat for the first time. | want her
to taste the joy that is so real it actually
hurts. My daughter's quizzical look makes
me realize that tears have formed in my

baby's sweet smell. ~ She will have to use eyes. -
every ounce of discipline to keep from running You'll never regret it," | finally say.
home, just to make sure her baby is all right. Then | reached across the table, squeezed

my daughter's hand and offered a silent

| want my daughter to know that every prayer for her, and for me, and for all the

day decisions will no longer be routine. That

: . . mere mortal women who st umb
when your child wants to go into a public rest- . . . .
o . into this most wonderful of callings. This
room for the very first time on their own at . .
e . . blessed gift from God ... that of being a
McDonald's it will become a major dilemma. Mother

That right there, in the midst of clattering . )
trays and screaming children, issues of inde- Happy Mother6s Daye.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8:15 Worship Evangelism Workshop

9.30 Discipleship 8:30 ani12:30 pm

11:00 Worship

8 9 10 11 1z 13 14

9:00 Worship

10:30 Ch

Day Program

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9:00 Worship Evangelism Workshop
8:30 anii12:30 pm

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:00 Worship

29 30

9:00 Worship

g’”""’\ Property Management Team
iif\ 2)Y  Invites you to our spring cleand
H €7 May 17th
=

Beginning at 7:30 am

All able bodies are invited to help in cleaning up the grounds of the chu
Pl ease bring your favorite yard to

needs attention.
If you have any questions, please contact Joanne Wilbur
6472175.
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Board of Ministries Corner

his work and can sell like the ones that

have been put up around the church in

_ . _classrooms, etc. Deb Sjoberg also had one
This monthds meet iwhichisselling preformed cookie dough. |

8th at the parsonage. The areas of disc Another fundraiser being planned is for

sion were as follows: STORM and that is the flamingo fund-

raiser. Watch for more details about this

President Mike Kelley updated the boarc €OMing up. Jim Roberts spoke about the

his conversation with Liliana, ABCO Importance of continuing to educate our-
Executive Minister, regarding the backgra S€/ves about pledging and household fi-
checks and training of our church leader N@nces from a biblical perspective. Jim,
especially where it pertains to those de Mark Sjoberg, Ken Marrocco, Pastor
with the children. Our denomination is co G€0rge and Craig Carpenter will get to-
ing up with a training program and systerr 96ther to develop a plan for this.
handling background checks and our chi

will plan to be a part of that. It was nof Finance & Kevin Harris asked about the

that because many of our Sunday Scidea of making direct withdrawal available

teachers are school teachers as well f or peopl eds pledges

already are familiar with this type of trair would make it easier for pe0p|e not to get

and background checks. It is to protect pehind if they were away from church for

kids as well as ease the minds of parent: 3 week or two due to illness or vacation.

we want to participate in this program.  There was some concern that this might
make peopleds pledge

Follow-up Meeting to our Annual Meet- O bPi I'1'6 than an act o
ing: While it was agreed that it was long, V&' V\_nII check to see if onll_ne pledges are
was understood that the time was needed POSSiPle. The board was informed that the
present all the ideas that people came up Ncome for the flrst quarter was $39,312.36
Some of the ideas have already been look PUt our expenditures were $40,560.73.

into. Mike Kelley spoke with Warwick Cer 1his shows that we have put out $1,248.37
tral regarding building rental because they More than we have taken in.

rent their building and they gave him some

things to consider. Gary Kondvar looked Ministry Support: It was noted that in

into the artist that paints prints of a particu the |ast minutes it did not state that Ken
area. We could have one done of the Nor Marrocco will be leading the evangelism
wood area and sell prints as a fundraiser. ministrypending congregational vote
Marrocco will make the challenge tothe ctT h e o-atdeocphti e 6 pr ogr an
gregation to consider pledging a percenta more techies.

their tax returns and the bonus incentive t:

refund being given by the government. Cc_ _

mitment cards will be available for people DiscCipleship: Pastor George shared more
write down their commitment. The brickg@ bout the o0One Month
den has the most potential for retiring our Which is a 3@day program looking at what
loan which would help our deficit in the lor You would take care of if you only had one

run. Jim Roberts will have someone com¢ month to live. This may start in the fall.
with a plan for the garden. Gary Kondvar Traci Marrocco mentioned that VBS mate-

will handle the bricks. Three fundraisers ¢ i@l has been ordered and the theme is Sun

being pulled together now. One is atomic Harvest Country Fair. It is based on the

clocks that Gary Kondvar is able to getfrof rui t s of the spirit
theme may tie in.

Board of Ministries Corner




Board of Ministry Conédt

Evangelism/Missions: Lucille checked with Dave Dowding to see if we did have the $1,000.00 availa

ble in tt

Missions Budget to give to the Rl Family Shelter so that they could take advantage of the matching gift from

Shawn Feinstein and we did so that has been done. We also gave $200.00 from Missions to the Boy
to help them cover the cost of gasoline for their vans. America for Christ is the next mission offering
collecting. Community outreach continues with our church getting involved in the Norwood Neighborl
sociation. It consists of the PTA, Boys & Girls Club, Police, and neighborhood residents. Gary Kond
of the leadership of this group. They will be assessing some of the needs in the neighborhood and w
fill some of those needs.

Property Management Hector reported through Joyce that the new fire codes for churches has been
and there will be a meeting regarding these new codes.

Fellowship: Kat hy Barcl ay mentioned that we shoul d I
or project to help them know what details have to be taken care of.

Other: Pastor George will be away for a few days with his family during April school vacation.

You can read the fully detailed minutes (which will now be posted in the Narthex each month) if you

We just ask that you read them there so they stay in place for anyone else who would like to read the
watch the Narthex for the names and pictures of your Board of Ministry Leaders so that you can cont
if you have a question about their particular area of ministry or would like to help out by sharing your
a certain area of ministry. We hope that this little corner will help you feel better informed. Feel free

know i f youdve found this helpful

On behalf of your Board of Ministries, Sue Carpenter, Clerk
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Remember to remember

One Memorial Day, some children were asked what the
holiday meant to them.

o0oThat s the day the swimming poo
eager boy. What he didndét reald.
can freely go to the pool because more than one million peo-
pl e have put their |ives on the |ine to prese
mocracy. Many of them have died so citizens of other coun-
tries might also enjoy the privileges of political, social and
economic freedom.

Memorial Day is our opportunity to pause and remember

the sacrifices of many of Americads best citi
the supreme sacrifice on our behalf, so please remember to

honor these heroes on May 26.
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