Catch the Excitement!

Witness the Joy!
Shape the Vision!

Here's a story | came across that gives His thoughts turned to those who had
perspective on reconciliation and for- stolen his things and cheated him. He
giveness. We read in 2 Cor. 5% remembered family that had passed on.
All this is from God, who reconciled us His mind turned to the iliness he had,

to himself through Christ and gave us that no one could cure. His very soul

the ministry of reconciliation: that God was filled with anger, resentment, and
was reconciling the world to himself in frustration.

Christ, not count 11l N s
them. And he has committed to us the Standing there this day, searching for an-
message of reconciliation. swers he could not find, knowing all else
had failed him, he knelt at the base of an
old oak tree to seek the One he knew
would always be there. And with tears in
his eyes, he prayed:

May God deepen our faith in Him and
speak to our hearts,

'‘Lord- You have done wonderful things
for me in this life. You have told me to
do many things for you, and | happily
obeyed. Today, you have told me to for-
give. | am sad, Lord, because | cannot, |
don't know how. It is not fair Lord, | did-
n't deserve these wrongs that were done
against me and | shouldn't have to for-
give. As perfect as your way is Lord, this
one thing | cannot do, for | don't know

Pastor George

One day a while back, a man, his hear
heavy with grief, was walking in the
woods. As he thought about his life thit
day, he knew many things were not
right. He thought about those who had
lied about him back when he had a job
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Two Choices

What would you
do? You make the
choice. Don't look
for apunch line,
thereisn't one.
Read it anyway.
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My question is:

Would you have
made the same
choice?

At a fundraising
dinner for a
school that serves
learning-disabled
children, the
father of one of
the students

delivered a
speech that
would never be
forgotten by all
who attended.
After extolling
the school and its
dedicated staff,
he offered a
guestion: "When
not interfered



how to forgive. My anger is so deep Lord, | fear |  wasn't yours?' Jesus asked.
may not hear you, but | pray you teach me to do the
one thing | cannot do: Teach me to forgive.' And the man answered, 'Yes, Lord.’'

As he knelt there in the quiet shade of that old oak 'Have you ever sworn, using my Father's name in
tree, he felt something fall onto his shoulder. He ~ vain?'

opened his eyes. Out of the corner of one eye, he
saw something red on his shirt. He could not turn o1,
see what it was because where the oak tree had been
was a large square piece of wood in the ground. He
raised his head and saw two feet held to the wood
with a large spike through them.

e man, crying now, answeret¥es, Lord.'

As Jesus asked many more times, 'Have you ever'?
The man's crying became uncontrollable, for he could
only answer 'Yes, Lord'.

He raised his head more, and tears came to his €Y% hen Jesus turned His head from one side to the

as he saw Jesus hanging on a cross. He saw Sp'kesoiHer, and the man felt something fall on his other

His hands, a gash in His_ side, atorn and_ battered shoulder. He looked and saw that it was the blood of
body, degp thorns sgnk Into His hgad. Finally he S®Wasus. When he looked back up, his eyes met those of
the suffering and pain on His precious fac_:e. AS thelrJesus, and there was a look of love the man had never
eyesbmet, tthe manks tears turned to sobbing, and Jeéeen or known before. Jesus said, 'l didn't deserve this
Sus began 1o speax. either, but | forgive you.'

'Have you ever told a lie?" He asked? It may be hard to see how you're going to get through
something, but when you look back in life, you real-

The man answeredYes, Lord. ize how true this statement is.

'Have you ever been given too much change and

kept it?' Read the following first line slowly and let it sink in.

The man answeredYes. Lord." And the man If God brings you to it He will bring you through it.

sobbed more and more. When Jesus died on the cross, he was thinking of

oul!
'Have you ever taken something from work that Y

Two ChoicesCont 0d

with by outside influ- Where isthe natural capped comesinto the

ences, everything order of thingsin my world, an opportunity to

nature doesisdone son?" realize true human

with perfection. Yet nature presents itself,

my son, Shay, cannot The audience was stilled and it comes in the way

learn things as other by the query. other people treat that

children do. He cannot child."

understand things as The father continued. "l

other children do. believe that when a Then he told the follow-
child like Shay, physically ing story:

and mentally handi-



Shay and his father had walked past apark where some boys Shay knew were playing
baseball. Shay asked, "Do you think they'll let me play?" Shay's father knew that most
of the boyswould not want someone like Shay on their team, but the father also un-
derstood that if hisson were allowed to play, it would give him amuch-needed sense
of belonging and some confidence to be accepted by othersin spite of his handicaps.

Shay's father approached one of the boyson the field and asked (nhot expecting much)
if Shay could play. The boy looked around for guidance and said, "We're losing by six
runs and the gameisin the eighth inning.lguess he can be on our team and we'll try
to put him in to bat in the ninth inning."

Shay struggled over to the team's bench and, with abroad smile, put on ateam shirt.
His Father watched with asmall tear in his eye and warmth in his heart. The boys saw
the father'sjoy at hisson being accepted. In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's
team scored afew runs but was still behind by three. In the top of the ninth inning,
Shay put on aglove and played in the right field. Even though no hitscame hisway, he
was obviously ecstatic just to be in the game and on the field, grinning from ear to ear
as his father waved to him from the stands. In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's
team scored again. Now, with two outs and the basesloaded, the potential winning
run was on base and Shay was scheduled to be next at bat.

At thisjuncture, do they let Shay bat and give away their chance to win the game?
Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat. Everyone knew that a hit was all but impossible
because Shay didn't even know how to hold the bat properly, much less connect with
the ball.

However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, the pitcher, recognizing that the other
team was putting winning aside for thismoment in Shay's life, moved in afew stepsto
lob the ball in softly so Shay could at least make contact. The first pitch came and Shay
swung clumsily and missed. The pitcher again took afew stepsforward to toss the ball
softly towards Shay. Asthe pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit aslow ground
ball right back to the pitcher.

The game would now be over. The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could have
easily thrown the ball to the first baseman. Shay would have been out and that would
have been the end of the game.

Instead, the pitcher threw the ball right over the first baseman's head, out of reach of
all teammates. Everyone from the stands and both teams started yelling, "Shay, run to
first! Run to first!" Never in hislife had Shay ever run that far, but he made it to first
base. He scampered down the baseline, wide-eyed and startled.

Everyone yelled, "Run to second, run to second!" Catching his breath, Shay awkwardly
ran towards second, gleaming and struggling to make it to the base. By the time Shay
rounded towards second base, the right fielder had the ball ... the smallest guy on
their team who now had his first chance to be the hero for histeam. He could have
thrown the ball to the second-baseman for the tag, but he understood the pitcher's



intentions so he, too, intentionally threw the ball high and far over the third-
baseman's head Shay ran toward third base deliriously asthe runners ahead of him cir-
cled the basestoward home.

All were screaming, "Shay, Shay, Shay, all the Way Shay"

Shay reached third base because the opposing shortstop ran to help him by turning
him in the direction of third base, and shouted, "Run to third! Shay, run to third!"

As Shay rounded third, the boysfrom both teams, and the spectators, were on their
feet screaming, "Shay, run home! Run home!" Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate,
and was cheered asthe hero who hit the grand slam and won the game for histeam.

"That day", said the father softly with tearsnow rolling down his face, "the boysfrom
both teams helped bring a piece of true love and humanity into thisworld".

Shay didn't make it to another summer. He died that winter, having never forgotten
being the hero and making his father so happy, and coming home and seeing his
Mother tearfully embrace her little hero of the day!

AND NOW A LITTLE FOOTNOTE TO THIS STORY: We all send thousands of jokesthrough
the e-mail or think nothing of sharing a joke without a second thought, but when it
comesto sending messages about life choices, people hesitate. The crude, vulgar, and
often obscene pass freely through cyberspace, but public discussion about decency is
too often suppressed in our schools and workplaces.

If you're thinking about sharing this message, chances are that you're probably sorting
out the people in your life who aren't the "appropriate” onesto receive thistype of
message. Well,the person who sent you this believesthat we all can make a differ-
ence. We all have thousands of opportunities every single day to help realize the
"natural order of things." So many seemingly trivial interactions between two people
present uswith achoice: Do we pass along alittle spark of love and humanity or do
we pass up those opportunities and leave the world alittle bit colder in the process?

Awise man once said every society isjudged by how it treatsit's least fortunate
amongst them.

You now have two choices:
1. Throw it away
2. Or passit along

May your day, be a Shay Day
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Board of Ministries Corner

Board of Ministries Corner found at the conference he attended at Saddle-
In an effort to help our congregation feel more back. The dwtased program focuses on

touch with the happenings of our church, your Bos how W€ manage our home finances from a
of Ministries has made the decision to purchase sc Christian perspective. The board was very

real estate in the Church Home News each mont| interested in pursuing this program. It was
keep everyone apprised of the exciting ministry we Shared that friends of board members who

that is being planned and carried out to further - have attended financial classes at other
Lordds work here at Noichurches have found them very helpful. Rickva t
for this little corner each month to keep yourself \Warren shared at the conference that the issue
to date and maybe find yourself some exciting mir at heart is that our faith is about the need for

try to plug in to. the church to go deep@sacrificial giving.

This monthds meet i ng Ministry Support: Kathy Barclay informedh € |

sonage. The areas of discussion were as people that Mike Kelley, who had been the

lows: ministry leader for evangelism, would be step-
ping down from that ministry in light of the

Mike shared a conversation that he had with fact that he is now church President and it is

CORI Executive Minister, Liliana, that o difficult to head a ministry when serving as
about 3% of churches are training their cf President. Ken Marrocco will now be leading

care/Sunday school volunteers regarding st hat mi nistry. Wat ch
and things like twdeep leadership, which me: tiveé work hanging in the hallway by the re-

that there is never a single adult left alone fS ©ur ce center. He has
presence of children. We want people to kMi ni strieso collage th

when they come to visit our church that our [ of all the ministry leaders so that people know

ple have been trained and background che Whom to contact if they have a question about
Mike will pursue training opportunities with | Ministries. He has also produced handout that

liana is in the pew racks. There is also a letterhead
that matches the theme of ministries. There
will be sheets listing all of the ministries in a
Mike also shared with the board that when the holder that will hang below the collage.
missionaries were in El Salvador on this most
cent mission trip, Magda (who is thetfuie ] )
missionary there and has always been the col Life Cycle of a Church Presentation Pastor
person for us) would not be there for much ~ G€0rge gave out copies of a handout that out-
longer. It is unknown whether or not afiafie lined what our Executive Minister, Lllllana
missionary will replace Magda. Mike plansto Shared at Sundayds gat

out from ABCORI whether they know if she wi has a proposal based on the fact that he feels
be replaced. we need to recapture our vision for the church.

He and Mark talked about the fact that 40
Days of Community was a good growth exer-
Finance d In response to our $30,000.00 pro- cise for the church and that we should con-
posed deficit budget for the year, Gary Kondv sider doing something like that every couple of
shared some of the positive things that have years. Pastor is considering a program called
pened since our meeting to close thegap. Wi One Mont h to Livebo.
have had several pledges increased, some ne with the Board and asked everyone to think
pledges, some one time gifts and others who and pray about this and to come back to talk
pledged in the past but were not currently plec about it next month.
ing make the decision to return to pledging. V
have some positive things happening already = .
will continue to pray that God will continue to Missions: Kathy Barclay told the board that
work in the hearts of our members to work to- If We can afford to give our annual gift to the
gether to meet this challenge we face. In this Shelter right now then the funds would be
same vein, Pastor shared with the board infor @dded to by Alan Shawn Feinstein. Itis not a
tion about an exciting educational piece that h Matching gift, but he is offering some type of




Board of Ministry Condot

additional funds for every dollar they raise. We give about $1,000.00 annually as pagbaigpuoomitment. If we
have enough funds now to do that, we will give it now so that they can take advantage of the additional monies from NV
Feinstein.

Property Management Building use by outside organizations is being investigated as a possible income stream. It wa
mentioned that the downstairs hallway leading to the baby room is becoming a catchall and looks uninviting. If you ha
donation for the church, we ask that you not bring it and leave it without letting someone know who has accepted the c
tion and what it is being left fonecannot take donations without permission being given first because items seem to be
being left without anyone knowing what they are or who left them and we have no use for them. STORM was hoping 1
a closet for all their supplies to be kept in Adams Hall. Karen Porter offered to the board to clean out one dbthe closet
make one available for STORM.

Outreach: Ken wanted the board to know that they will be following up with the community outreach in Norwood. Thel
is meeting with the Norwood Neighborhood Association and they will be talking about how Norwood could help and be
part of an advisory group.

Other: Becky Harris has graciously offered to have copies made of all the photographs of the pastors of Norwood Bap
that hang in the hallway now and put them in one giant collage frame to hang possibly in the area where the breakfron
near the parlor and resource library that holds many of our historic items. The original photographs would be placed ir
photo album inside the breakfront.

You can read the fully detailed minutes (which will now be posted in the Narthex each month) if you choose. We jus
ask that you read them there so they stay in place for anyone else who would like to read them. Also, watch the Narth
for the names and pictures of your Board of Ministry Leaders so that you can contact them if you have a question abol
particular area of ministry or would like to help out by sharing your gifts in a certain area of ministry. We hligtle that thit
corner wil|l help you feel better informed. Feel fre

On behalf of your Board of Ministries, Sue Carpenter, Clerk

Fellowship Notes

As some of you may not realize the care team has been
Property Management Team in existence for about 12 years. We serve approximately

95 families that come to our church. The care team
keeps track of address changes; kids living at home or
We are happy to report that the new roofoing to college; marriages and new people coming to

has been installed on the Parsonage. WHA&fc The needs are constantly changing.
| thought could take up to 8 weeks to do dicated and - 1 wh
. edicated and committed, they are a group o who
because of winter Weather’ was actuall ave served for many years. They continue to uphold

Completed in 8 days!!! families under their care with prayer and the mailing of
cards throughout the year. We also make sure that those
on our shut-in list are served communion.

Our thanks go to Mike Kelley, who acted

as the general contractor to oversee the! thought you might be interested in knowing who is on
; this team. Shirley Chaffee, Cynthia Colvin, Debbie
project on our behalf. Dowding, June Hall, Cyndee Lavigne, Lucille Medeiros,
Eleanor Morris, Barbara Persson, Joanne Roberts, Cliff &

Joan Sjoberg ,Gladys Verry& Eunice Woodis.
Hector

If this is the kind of ministry that interests you, please
contact Joanne Roberts (Chair).
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