
Here's a story I came across that gives 

perspective on reconciliation and for-

giveness.  We read in 2 Cor. 5:1-19:   

All this is from God, who reconciled us 

to himself through Christ and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation: that God 

was reconciling the world to himself in 

Christ, not counting menôs sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the 

message of reconciliation. 

 

May God deepen our faith in Him and 

speak to our hearts, 

 

Pastor George 

 

One day a while back, a man, his heart 

heavy with grief, was walking in the 

woods. As he thought about his life this 

day, he knew many things were not 

right. He thought about those who had 

lied about him back when he had a job.  

 

His thoughts turned to those who had  

stolen his things and cheated him. He  

remembered family that had passed on. 

His mind turned to the illness he had,  

that no one could cure. His very soul  

was filled with anger, resentment, and 

frustration.  

 

Standing there this day, searching for an-

swers he could not find, knowing all else 

had failed him, he knelt at the base of an 

old oak tree to seek the One he knew 

would always be there. And with tears in 

his eyes, he prayed:  

 

'Lord- You have done wonderful things 

for me in this life. You have told me to 

do many things for you, and I happily 

obeyed. Today, you have told me to for-

give. I am sad, Lord, because I cannot, I 

don't know how. It is not fair Lord, I did-

n't deserve these wrongs that were done 

against me and I shouldn't have to for-

give. As perfect as your way is Lord, this 

one thing I cannot do, for I don't know 
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Two Choicesð submitted by George Barrett 

Tw o Choices 

 

What  w ould you 

do? You m ake t he 

cho ice. Don 't  look 

for  a punch line, 

t here isn 't  one. 

Read it  anyw ay.  

My quest ion is:            

Would you have 

m ade t he sam e 

choice?  

 

At  a fundraising 

d inner for  a 

school t hat  serves 

learn ing-d isabled 

ch ildren, t he     

fat her  o f  one of  

t he st udent s     

delivered a 

speech t hat  

w ould  never be 

forgot t en by all 

w ho at t ended.   

Af t er  ext o lling 

t he school and it s 

ded icat ed st af f , 

he o f fered a 

quest ion: "When 

not  in t er fered 

 



Where is t he nat ural               

o rder  o f  t h ings in  m y 

son?"  
 

The audience w as st illed 

by t he query. 

 

The fat her  cont inued. "I 

believe t hat  w hen a 

ch ild like Shay, physically 

and m ent ally handi-

w it h  by out side  in f lu-

ences, everyt h ing      

nat ure does is done 

w it h  per fect ion. Yet  

m y son, Shay, cannot  

learn t h ings as o t her   

ch ildren do. He  cannot  

underst and t h ings as 

o t her  ch ildren do.                    

capped com es in t o  t he 

w or ld , an opport un it y t o       

realize t rue hum an       

nat ure present s it self , 

and it  com es in  t he w ay 

ot her  people t reat  t hat  

ch ild."  

 

Then he t o ld  t he fo llow -

ing st ory: 

Two Choices-Contõd 

 

how to forgive. My anger is so deep Lord, I fear I 

may not hear you, but I pray you teach me to do the 

one thing I cannot do: Teach me to forgive.'  

 

As he knelt there in the quiet shade of that old oak 

tree, he felt something fall onto his shoulder. He 

opened his eyes. Out of the corner of one eye, he 

saw something red on his shirt. He could not turn to 

see what it was because where the oak tree had been 

was a large square piece of wood in the ground. He 

raised his head and saw two feet held to the wood 

with a large spike through them.  

 

He raised his head more, and tears came to his eyes 

as he saw Jesus hanging on a cross. He saw spikes in 

His hands, a gash in His side, a torn and battered 

body, deep thorns sunk into His head. Finally he saw 

the suffering and pain on His precious face. As their 

eyes met, the man's tears turned to sobbing, and Je-

sus began to speak.  

 

'Have you ever told a lie?' He asked?  

 

The man answered - 'Yes, Lord.'  

 

'Have you ever been given too much change and 

kept it?'  

 

The man answered - 'Yes. Lord.' And the man 

sobbed more and more.  

                                                                                                                                    

'Have you ever taken something from work that                 

wasn't yours?' Jesus asked.  

 

And the man answered, 'Yes, Lord.'  

 

'Have you ever sworn, using my Father's name in 

vain?'  

 

The man, crying now, answered - 'Yes, Lord.'  

 

As Jesus asked many more times, 'Have you ever'? 

The man's crying became uncontrollable, for he could 

only answer - 'Yes, Lord'.  

 

Then Jesus turned His head from one side to the 

other, and the man felt something fall on his other 

shoulder. He looked and saw that it was the blood of 

Jesus. When he looked back up, his eyes met those of 

Jesus, and there was a look of love the man had never 

seen or known before. Jesus said, 'I didn't deserve this 

either, but I forgive you.'  

 

It may be hard to see how you're going to get through 

something, but when you look back in life, you real-

ize how true this statement is.  

 

Read the following first line slowly and let it sink in.  

 

If God brings you to it - He will bring you through it.  

 

When Jesus died on the cross, he was thinking of 

you! 



 

Shay and h is fat her  had w alked past  a park w here som e boys Shay knew  w ere p laying 

baseball. Shay asked, "Do you t h ink t hey' ll let  m e p lay?"  Shay's fat her  knew  t hat  m ost  

o f  t he boys w ould  not  w ant  som eone like Shay on t heir  t eam , but  t he fat her  also un-

derst ood t hat  if  h is son w ere allow ed t o  p lay, it  w ould  g ive h im  a m uch -needed sense 

of  belonging and som e conf idence t o be accept ed by o t hers in  sp it e of  h is handicaps.  

 

Shay's fat her  approached one of  t he boys on t he f ield  and asked (not  expect ing m uch) 

if  Shay cou ld  p lay. The boy looked around for  gu idance and said , "We're losing by six 

runs and t he gam e is in  t he eight h  inn ing. I guess he can be on our  t eam  and w e'll t ry 

t o  put  h im  in  t o  bat  in  t he n in t h  inning."  

 

Shay st rugg led over t o  t he t eam 's bench and, w it h  a broad sm ile, put  on a t eam  sh ir t . 

His Fat her  w at ched w it h  a sm all t ear  in h is eye and w arm t h in  h is heart . The boys saw  

t he fat her 's joy at  h is son being accept ed. In  t he bot t om  of  t he eight h  inn ing, Shay's 

t eam  scored a few  runs but  w as st ill beh ind by t hree. In t he t op o f  t he n in t h  inn ing, 

Shay put  on a g love and played in t he r ight  f ield . Even t hough no h it s cam e h is w ay, he 

w as obviously ecst at ic just  t o  be in  t he gam e and on t he f ield , gr inn ing f rom  ear t o  ear  

as h is fat her  w aved t o  h im  f rom  t he st ands. In  t he bot t om  of  t he n in t h inning, Shay's 

t eam  scored again.   Now , w it h  t w o out s and t he bases loaded, t he pot ent ial w inn ing 

run w as on base and Shay w as scheduled t o  be next  at  bat .  

 

At  t h is junct ure, do t hey let  Shay bat  and g ive aw ay t heir  chance t o  w in  t he gam e?              

Surpr ising ly, Shay w as g iven t he bat . Everyone knew  t hat  a h it  w as all but  im possib le 

because Shay didn 't  even know  how  t o  ho ld  t he bat  properly, m uch less connect  w it h  

t he ball.  

 

How ever, as Shay st epped up t o  t he p lat e, t he p it cher , recognizing t hat  t he o t her  

t eam  w as put t ing w inn ing aside for  t h is m om ent  in  Shay's life, m oved in  a few  st eps t o  

lob t he ball in  so f t ly so  Shay could  at  least  m ake cont act . The f irst  p it ch cam e and Shay 

sw ung clum sily and m issed. The p it cher  again  t ook a few  st eps forw ard t o  t oss t he ball 

so f t ly t ow ards Shay. As t he p it ch cam e in , Shay sw ung at  t he ball and h it  a slow  ground 

ball r ight  back t o  t he p it cher .  

 

The gam e w ould  now  be over . The p it cher  p icked up t he sof t  g rounder and cou ld  have 

easily t hrow n t he ball t o  t he f irst  basem an. Shay w ould  have been out  and t hat  w ould  

have been t he end of  t he gam e. 

 

Inst ead, t he p it cher  t hrew  t he ball r ight  over  t he f irst  basem an's head, out  o f  reach of  

all t eam m at es.  Everyone f rom  t he st ands and bot h t eam s st ar t ed yelling, "Shay, run t o  

f irst ! Run t o  f irst !" Never in  h is life had Shay ever  run t hat  far , but  he m ade it  t o  f irst  

base. He scam pered dow n t he baseline, w ide-eyed and st ar t led.  

 

Everyone yelled, "Run t o  second, run t o  second!" Cat ch ing h is breat h, Shay aw kw ard ly 

ran t ow ards second, g leam ing and st rugg ling t o  m ake it  t o t he base. By t he t im e Shay 

rounded t ow ards second base, t he r ight  f ielder  had t he ball ... t he sm allest  guy on 

t heir  t eam  w ho now  had h is f irst  chance t o  be t he hero for  h is t eam . He could have 

t hrow n t he ball t o  t he second -basem an for  t he t ag, but  he underst ood t he p it cher 's 



in t ent ions so he, t oo, in t ent ionally t hrew  t he ball h igh and far  over  t he t h ird -

basem an's head Shay ran t ow ard t h ird  base delir iously as t he runners ahead o f  h im  cir -

cled t he bases t ow ard hom e.  

 

All w ere scream ing, "Shay, Shay, Shay, all t he Way Shay"  

 

Shay reached t h ird  base because t he opposing short st op ran t o  help  h im  by t urn ing 

h im  in  t he d irect ion o f  t h ird  base, and shout ed, "Run t o  t h ird ! Shay, run t o t h ird!"  

 

As Shay rounded t h ird , t he boys f rom  bot h t eam s, and t he spect at ors, w ere on t heir  

feet  scream ing, "Shay, run hom e! Run hom e!" Shay ran t o  hom e, st epped on t he p lat e, 

and w as cheered as t he hero w ho h it  t he grand slam  and w on t he gam e for  h is t eam .  

 

"That  day", said t he fat her  sof t ly w it h  t ears now  ro lling dow n h is face, "t he boys f rom  

bot h t eam s helped br ing a p iece of  t rue love and hum anit y in t o  t h is w or ld". 

 

Shay d idn 't  m ake it  t o  anot her  sum m er. He d ied t hat  w in t er , having never forgot t en 

being t he hero and m aking h is fat her  so happy, and com ing hom e and seeing h is 

Mot her  t ear fu lly em brace her  lit t le hero o f  t he day!  

 

AND NOW A LITTLE FOOTNOTE TO THIS STORY: We all send t housands o f  jokes t hrough 

t he e-m ail o r  t h ink not h ing o f  shar ing a joke w it hout  a second t hought , but  w hen it  

com es t o  sending m essages about  life cho ices, people hesit at e. The crude, vu lgar , and 

of t en obscene pass f reely t hrough cyberspace, but  public d iscussion about  decency is 

t oo o f t en suppressed in  our  schools and w orkp laces.  

 

If  you're t h inking about  shar ing t h is m essage, chances are t hat  you're probably sor t ing 

out  t he people in  your  life w ho aren 't  t he "appropr iat e" ones t o  receive t h is t ype o f  

m essage.  Well, t he person w ho sent  you t h is believes t hat  w e all can m ake a d if fer-

ence. We all have t housands o f  opport un it ies every sing le day t o  help  realize t he 

"nat ural order  o f  t h ings." So m any seem ing ly t r ivial in t eract ions bet w een t w o people 

present  us w it h  a cho ice:  Do w e pass along a lit t le spark o f  love and hum anit y or  do 

w e pass up t hose opport un it ies and leave t he w or ld  a lit t le b it  co lder  in  t he process?  

 

A w ise m an once said  every societ y is judged by how  it  t reat s it 's least  for t unat e 

am ongst  t hem . 

 

You now  have t w o cho ices: 

1. Throw  it  aw ay 

2. Or pass it  along  

 

May your day, be a Shay Day  

 



Board of Ministries Corner  

     In an effort to help our congregation feel more in 

touch with the happenings of our church, your Board 

of Ministries has made the decision to purchase some 

real estate in the Church Home News each month to 

keep everyone apprised of the exciting ministry work 

that is being planned and carried out to further the 

Lordôs work here at Norwood and beyond.  So watch 

for this little corner each month to keep yourself up 

to date and maybe find yourself some exciting minis-

try to plug in to. 

 

This monthôs meetings was on 3/11 at the par-

sonage.  The areas of discussion were as fol-

lows: 

 

Mike shared a conversation that he had with AB-
CORI Executive Minister, Lilliana, that only 
about 3% of churches are training their child-
care/Sunday school volunteers regarding safety 
and things like two-deep leadership, which means 
that there is never a single adult left alone in the 
presence of children.  We want people to know 
when they come to visit our church that our peo-
ple have been trained and background checked.  
Mike will pursue training opportunities with Lil-
liana. 

 

Mike also shared with the board that when the 
missionaries were in El Salvador on this most re-
cent mission trip, Magda (who is the full-time 
missionary there and has always been the contact 
person for us) would not be there for much 
longer.  It is unknown whether or not a full-time 
missionary will replace Magda.  Mike plans to find 
out from ABCORI whether they know if she will 
be replaced. 

 

Finance ð In response to our $30,000.00 pro-
posed deficit budget for the year, Gary Kondvar 
shared some of the positive things  that have hap-
pened since our meeting to close the gap.  We 
have had several pledges increased, some new 
pledges, some one time gifts and others who 
pledged in the past but were not currently pledg-
ing make the decision to return to pledging.  We 
have some positive things happening already and 
will continue to pray that God will continue to 
work in the hearts of our members to work to-
gether to meet this challenge we face.  In this 
same vein, Pastor shared with the board informa-
tion about an exciting educational piece that he 

found at the conference he attended at Saddle-
back.  The dvd-based program focuses on  
how we manage our home finances from a 
Christian perspective.  The board was very 
interested in pursuing this program.  It was 
shared that friends of board members who 
have attended financial classes at other 
churches have found them very helpful.  Rick 
Warren shared at the conference that the issue 
at heart is that our faith is about the need for 
the church to go deeper ð sacrificial giving.   

 

Ministry Support:  Kathy Barclay informed 
people that Mike Kelley, who had been the 
ministry leader for evangelism, would be step-
ping down from that ministry in light of the 
fact that he is now church President and it is 
difficult to head a ministry when serving as 
President.  Ken Marrocco will now be leading 
that ministry.  Watch for Don Lefebvreõs crea-
tive work hanging in the hallway by the re-
source center.  He has created a òBoard of 
Ministriesó collage that has pictures and names 
of all the ministry leaders so that people know 
whom to contact if they have a question about 
ministries.  He has also produced handout that 
is in the pew racks.  There is also a letterhead 
that matches the theme of ministries.  There 
will be sheets listing all of the ministries in a 
holder that will hang below the collage. 

 

Life Cycle of a Church Presentation:  Pastor 
George gave out copies of a handout that out-
lined what our Executive Minister, Lilliana 
shared at Sundayõs gathering.  Pastor George 
has a proposal based on the fact that he feels 
we need to recapture our vision for the church.  
He and Mark talked about the fact that 40 
Days of Community was a good growth exer-
cise for the church and that we should con-
sider doing something like that every couple of 
years.  Pastor is considering a program called 
òOne Month to Liveó.  He shared the concept 
with the Board and asked everyone to think 
and pray about this and to come back to talk 
about it next month. 

 

Missions:  Kathy Barclay told the board that 
if we can afford to give our annual gift to the 
shelter right now then the funds would be 
added to by Alan Shawn Feinstein.  It is not a 
matching gift, but he is offering some type of 
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additional funds for every dollar they raise.  We give about $1,000.00 annually as part of our on-going commitment.  If we 
have enough funds now to do that, we will give it now so that they can take advantage of the additional monies from Mr. 
Feinstein.   

 

Property Management:  Building use by outside organizations is being investigated as a possible income stream.  It was 
mentioned that the downstairs hallway leading to the baby room is becoming a catchall and looks uninviting.  If you have a 
donation for the church, we ask that you not bring it and leave it without letting someone know who has accepted the dona-
tion and what it is being left for.  We cannot take donations without permission being given first because items seem to be 
being left without anyone knowing what they are or who left them and we have no use for them.  STORM was hoping to get 
a closet for all their supplies to be kept in Adams Hall.  Karen Porter offered to the board to clean out one of the closets to 
make one available for STORM. 

 

Outreach:  Ken wanted the board to know that they will be following up with the community outreach in Norwood.  There 
is meeting with the Norwood Neighborhood Association and they will be talking about how Norwood could help and be 
part of an advisory group. 

 

Other:  Becky Harris has graciously offered to have copies made of all the photographs of the pastors of Norwood Baptist 
that hang in the hallway now and put them in one giant collage frame to hang possibly in the area where the breakfront is 
near the parlor and resource library that holds many of our historic items.  The original photographs would be placed in a 
photo album inside the breakfront.   

 

You can read the fully detailed minutes (which will now be posted in the Narthex each month) if you choose.  We just 
ask that you read them there so they stay in place for anyone else who would like to read them.  Also, watch the Narthex 
for the names and pictures of your Board of Ministry Leaders so that you can contact them if you have a question about their 
particular area of ministry or would like to help out by sharing your gifts in a certain area of ministry.  We hope that this little 
corner will help you feel better informed.  Feel free to let us know if youõve found this helpful. 

     On behalf of your Board of Ministries,  Sue Carpenter, Clerk 
      

Property Management Team 

 

We are happy to report that the new roof  
has been installed on the Parsonage.  What 
I thought could take up to 8 weeks to do 
because of  winter weather, was actually 

completed in 8 days!!! 

 

Our thanks go to Mike Kelley, who acted 
as the general contractor to oversee the 

project on our behalf. 

 

Hector  

Board of Ministry Condõt 

Fellowship Notes  

As some of you may not realize the care team has been 
in existence for about 12 years.  We serve approximately 
95 families that come to our church.  The care team 
keeps track of address changes; kids living at home or 
going to college; marriages and new people coming to 
church.  The needs are constantly changing.  

  

 Dedicated and committed, they are a group of 12 who 
have served for many years.  They continue to uphold 
families under their care with prayer and the mailing of 
cards throughout the year.  We also make sure that those 
on our shut-in list are served communion. 

  

  I thought you might be interested in knowing who is on 
this team.  Shirley Chaffee, Cynthia Colvin, Debbie 
Dowding, June Hall, Cyndee Lavigne, Lucille Medeiros, 
Eleanor Morris, Barbara Persson, Joanne Roberts, Cliff & 
Joan Sjoberg ,Gladys Verry& Eunice Woodis.  

  

 If this is the kind of ministry that interests you, please 
contact Joanne Roberts (Chair).   
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